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JAC/20145/
March 09, 2015


Shri. P.K Mittal
DDG (AS-1)
Department of Telecommunications

Sanchar Bhawan

20, Ashoka Road

New Delhi 110001

Subject:  Implementation of Full Mobile Number Portability in India – seeking clarifications on some Technical Issues
Dear Sir,
1. This is with reference to the instructions issued by DoT vide its letter dated November 3, 2014 on “ Amendment regarding “Full Mobile Number Portability” to instructions dated 6th May 2014” and the meeting of the sub-committee held in DoT on February 9, 2015.
2. Sir, further to the meeting held in DoT on February 9, 2015 we would like to confirm the industry’s understanding post discussions at the Sub-Committee Meeting basis which the implementation is being done. It would be appreciated that the changes are complex and across multiple systems and require much needed time :
a. Dialing Pattern post MNP

Presently, under DoT guidelines and NNP-2003, the STD numbers can only be dialed with 0 or +91 as prefix. This check is done on the basis of number series dialed before the LRN dip. Implementation of FullMNP will make this check redundant. Thus, all calls will have to go for LRN dip eventually leading to STD call getting through even without 0 or +91. This issue was also highlighted by TEC in itsletter to DoT.
As highlighted by us in the sub-committee meeting also, post FMNP,dialing pattern would be simplified and all inter-circle mobile dialing from all mobile and fixed line networks needs to be allowed like an intra-circle call i.e. without any “Zero-Prefix” dialing in addition to the existing “Zero Prefix” and “+91 Prefix” dialing. 

As this activity needs to be completed well before Full MNP launch, the current dialing plan/national numbering plan needs to be amended  and inter-circle mobile dialing needs to be allowed with or without 0 / +91 as prefix, explicitly by DoT well before the actual FMNP launch.

These changes require configuration modifications in each of the operator nodes, in all circles, followed by call and sms scenarios testing to ensure that there are no impacts on the existing scenarios. Therefore, it may take at least2 months at operator end to complete this activity and then only FMNP related IOT can be initiated.
b. Call forwarding:

In case of call forwarding, the network checks to bar STD forwarding registration on the basis of number series. With Full MNP, this check will be redundant and call forwarding to pan-India numbers would have to be mandatorily opened to cater to the implementation of Full MNP. Further, BSNL should also be directed to change its agreement with the other operators wherein it is stated to be barred.
Post FMNP, call forwarding should be mandatorily opened for all type of operators, within and outside the service areas. Accordingly, BSNL should also revise their agreement with the operators.
c. STD Barring:

Similar to point b. above STD barring will also be an issue post implementation of Full MNP.
In this regard, we understand that there should be no STD barring for mobile destinations Post Full MNP implementation. 
Our Submission and Request:

1) As the timelines for the implementation of Full MNP is very tight,industry is moving ahead and making the network and IT level changes as per the above understanding which has been discussed in the Sub Committee Meeting. We trust we have concurrence of DoT on these issues.

2) Further, Sir, we request DoT to kindly conveneregular meetings of all thestakeholders on weekly / fortnightly basis to review the progress of the implementation of the full MNP, so that DoT has a clear picture of the realistic timelines for the readiness of each operator/stakeholder. This would help better coordination amongst different stakeholders and a synchronized project implementation can be followed by all as this will culminate in an IOT amongst all operators.
We solicit your kind consideration and support in the matter.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully, 

	Ashok Sud
Secretary General

AUSPI
	                                          Rajan S. Mathews
                                          Director General

                                          COAI
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